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Welcome (Talking Points)
I.  Recognize Ken Reeves
· 29 years at AccuWeather
· Was a leader for the larger weather and climate enterprise
· Worked tirelessly to facilitate a better linkage between the private and public sectors
· We worked together on many issues between NCEP and AccuWeather – always professional
· And lastly, we worked together on the Press Release for this Forum
II.  Three markers during my short time as President Elect and President of the AMS
· Theme for AMS 2013 – “Taking Predictions to the Next Level:  Expanding Beyond Today’s Weather and Climate Forecasts and Projections”   - Extending these prediction advances to a diverse range of decision makers
· Coastal zone – Air/Water quality – Ecosystem forecasts
· Health “vectors”
· Alternative energy
· Space weather
·   
·   
· 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Incredible tornado outbreaks last year: connecting predictions to decision making
· “National conversation” – Norman meeting in December, 2011
· Leading to a concerted effort to reach across the social and physical science communities, service sectors, EM, first responder communities… 
· How to insure that forecasts and warnings are understood – lead to desired action
· And we saw signs from this March early season tornado outbreak that awareness was up and lives were likely saved
· Impact-based forecast now being tested
· Purpose of this Forum:  “To advance the ability of the weather, water and climate community to meet our nation’s and the world’s demand for products and services relating to weather, water, climate and other closely allied fields” and now to link these advancements (especially predictions) to the decision support service required by an increasingly diverse user community.
III. I look forward to the interaction inherently connected with this forum – I look forward to the results
