Talking Points for "Open Weather & Climate Concept (OWCC)" @ the AMS Summer Community Meeting
Norman, OK -- August 13-16, 2012
1) Embrace the Open Weather-Climate Concept
2) Through the USWRP/CONDUIT Program, we already actively "push" model data to the academic/research community through UNIDATA with an operationally supported (24x7) file server.  The academic community sets the requirements and we work with UNIDATA to meet those requirements.
3) We also work with the World Bank to provide free and open access to model data to the developing countries around the world ( accomplished this through the use of "NOMADS"; more later).
4) I understand this call for "Open Weather and Climate" is broader to include serving the growing private/commercial sector.
5) We need a discussion on requirements that goes well beyond this panel discussion.
Which models? Global? Regional? mesoscale? All?
Climate?, Weather?, Ocean? Bay? Hurricane? Dispersion?.... 
Ensembles (NAEFS, SREF, mesoscale).....?   All members? At what resolution?
Model resolution: UNIDATA users settled on a unified grid as more important than native resolution. How do you want Global Spectral models presented, spectral waves or interpolated to grids?  Temporal resolution?
This requirement will get burdensome and very very expensive with the "push" approach applied to data at model resolution
[bookmark: _GoBack]6) Most important development:  NOAA Operational Model Archive Distribution System (NOMADS)
In operations since 2009.
A "come and get it" approach
Users decide parameters for access and download (areal domain, levels, ensemble members, resolution...)
Archive system in NCDC; Real time system at NCEP (24x7) adopted by NOAA OCIO for their Web Operations Center (NOAA WOC).
World Bank has embraced it to support model access by developing countries around the world.
I am of the view that the only way to make this open weather and climate approach work for all operational models in a cost effective manner is through the use of NOMADS.
7) Access to just models?  Service Centers? NDFD? Test Beds?
8) Participate in Model Assessments? Model Implementation Process?
