Operational Implementation of the Helicopter Emergency Medical Services (HEMS) Tool
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Aviation Weather Center (AWC) will commence operational production of the Helicopter Emergency Medical Services (HEMS) Tool on May 4th, 2015. The operational implementation follows a public comment period, in which all responses were positive.  In reference to the HEMS Tool, one user stated, “It is always up on a large screen in our Air Medical Communications Center and we check it before every flight request is given to our pilots.” 
HEMS operates in a demanding environment. They give an invaluable service to the public by providing crucial, safe, and efficient transportation of critically ill and injured patients to medical care facilities. While the contribution of HEMS is a profound component of the nation’s medical infrastructure from an operational standpoint, it is a commercial aviation activity performed by Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) certificated air carrier operators. As such, operations must have the highest level of safety. The HEMS Tool is designed to provide a one-stop shop for weather information pertinent to the low-level, short-duration flights common among the HEMS community. By using a highly interactive and intuitive tool that focuses on small, localized regions, HEMS operators gain critical weather awareness to make their flights safer for crews and patients.

The HEMS Tool can overlay multiple fields of high resolution grids of critical weather parameters: ceiling, visibility, flight category, winds, relative humidity, temperature, icing severity, satellite, radar, G-AIRMETs, SIGMETs, METARs, TAFs, and PIREPs. All 3D data is interpolated to AGL altitudes and can be sliced horizontally on 1000 ft. intervals, up to 5000 ft. All data is time synchronized to go back, up to 6 hours and forward, up to 6 hours. The tool has high-resolution ESRI basemaps, including colored-relief and satellite. The user can also display navigational aids, airports, and heliports, for the entire United States. More detail is revealed as the user zooms in on the display.

The HEMS tool may be found online at https://aviationweather.gov/hemst. 
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