Operational Demonstration of a New Collaborative Aviation Weather Statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]On March 3, 2015, the Aviation Weather Center (AWC) began an operational demonstration of a new continuous collaborative process called Operational Bridging (OB) and a resultant product, the Collaborative Aviation Weather Statement (CAWS).  National Weather Service (NWS) meteorologists, airline meteorologists, and other airline and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) personnel, collaborate throughout the day using NWSChat.  This collaboration results in specific, high-impact, thunderstorm event forecasts focused on the United States’ major airports and high traffic, sensitive regions. The CAWS replaces the collaborative component of the Collaborative Convective Forecast Product (CCFP), which has been replaced by an objectively generated product during the demonstration. The CAWS supports the identification of National Airspace System (NAS) constraints due to thunderstorms that impact strategic NAS planning. It supports the FAA and the airline’s ability to more effectively initiate, adjust, or terminate planned or active Traffic Management Initiatives (TMI), to balance traffic demand in the constraint locations resulting in more efficient use of available airspace.  The expected benefits to the aviation community should be a reduction in fuel costs and expenses associated with flight delays, cancellations, and diversions, due to timely adjustments to the forecast weather and more efficient TMI management. 
The FAA, pursuant to Title 49 United States Code Section 44720, established requirements for this weather information and service which is necessary for the safe and efficient conduct of operations in the NAS. The initial FAA requirements focus on convective weather, since convection has historically caused the greatest number of NAS constraints. If proven successful, the OB/CAWS is planned to be expanded to all aviation hazards. During the operational demonstration of OB/CAWS which will be conducted throughout the 2015 convective season the FAA will lead an assessment to refine CAWS requirements.  During the evaluation, input focusing on usability, effectiveness, and areas of potential improvement for OB and the CAWS, will be collected.
Public comments will be collected via a survey at 
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/survey/nws-survey.php?code=CCFPG
The current CAWS product may be found online at https://www.aviationweather.gov/caws/current


Collaborative AviatiCollaborative Aviation Weather Statement issued on April 9, 2015, for thunderstorms impacting Chicago and high traffic areas over Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
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NWS Aviation Weather Center Kansas City MO
1934 UTC Thu 09 Apr 2015

Weather: Thunderstorms
Valid: 1945-2300Z

ARTCCs affected: ZAU, ZID, ZOB
Terminals affected: KDTW, KMDW, KORD

SUMMARY: Numerous TS expected over central IL/northeastern IL/southeastern MI thru 22Z and over eastern OH/western PA thru 23Z.

DISCUSSION: Numerous TS over central IL, with tops FL420, are expected to move northeastward, where it will diminish between 22Z-23Z. The MDW/ORD terminal will be affected 20Z thru 2130Z. Numerous TS over eastern OH, with tops FL450, are expected to move northeastward thru 23Z, where it will diminish around 23Z over western PA.
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