CPC Issues El Niño Advisory
The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) upgraded the previously issued El Niño Watch to an El Niño Advisory on March 5, 2015.   Above-average sea surface temperatures (SSTs) across the western and central Pacific, which had been observed since late 2014, became weakly coupled to the tropical atmosphere.  The advisory was continued in April, with forecasters stating that odds are roughly 70% that El Nino conditions will persistent though summer and above 60% that they will last through the fall.  This forecast relies on current observations, including a substantial supply of warmer-than-average subsurface waters in the equatorial Pacific.  In addition, most of the dynamical models predict continued equatorial Pacific surface temperature anomalies above +0.5°. With the exception of one model, the forecasts are closely grouped, indicating they are fairly confident in the forecast.  However, in spring 2014 the dynamical climate models were also confident that we were headed for a significant El Niño in the second half of 2014, which did not materialize.  In addition, models historically have a harder time making successful forecasts for El Niño during the spring, known as the “spring predictability barrier”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The late start, combined with the weak conditions, implies that El Niño is unlikely to exert significant impacts outside of the Tropics for the next few months.  For example, historical precipitation patterns associated with El Niño show that only about 3 of the past 10 El Niño years exhibited above-average rainfall in California during March-April-May. Another way of looking at the historical relationships shows that ENSO has very little correlation to precipitation over North America during the spring or summer.  Historically, El Niño is generally associated with suppressed tropical cyclone activity in the Atlantic and enhanced activity in the Eastern Pacific.  However, El Niño is only one factor, and the CPC will release its forecasts for the 2015 North Atlantic and Eastern Pacific Hurricane Seasons on May 27th.
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.html
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Figure 1. Average sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies (°C) for the week centered on 1 April 2015.
Anomalies are computed with respect to the 1981-2010 base period weekly means.




