Senate visit to National Hurricane Center

NHC hosted a visit by U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski (D- Maryland) on April 9th, 2015.  After meeting with NHC's branch chiefs, the Senator toured the hurricane operations area, the FEMA/NOAA Hurricane Liaison Team office, and CARCAH (Air Force hurricane hunters’ liaison).  Our thanks to the Senator for her continued support. 

The purpose of the visit was familiarization, as this was her first visit to NHC.  NHC's branch chiefs, storm surge team lead, public affairs officer and Miami MIC helped the NHC deputy director host the Senator and her staffer Jean Toal-Eisen.  The Senator was very engaged (and engaging) and perceptive.  She praised NOAA/NWS from the start and took pride in helping move NCEP to its new facility.  After an overview briefing, we took a walking tour through the NHC hurricane operations area, FEMA/NOAA Hurricane Liaison Team office (briefing by FEMA's HLT member), and CARCAH (Air Force hurricane hunters liaison) area as presented by that unit's chief. The Senator expressed interest in knowing what it takes to improve hurricane forecasting.  

The Senator made it clear she still has two more years where she can be a factor.  We discussed the importance of observations, the models, and how they, along with increasing computational capabilities, are what have driven us to better forecasts, especially for track.  We shared with her the challenges of intensity forecasting and highlighted the promise of the Hurricane Forecast Improvement Project.  We touched on the Joint Hurricane Testbed, about the role of weather satellites, and the importance of real-time communication, as well as the training we provide and our outreach and education program.  
We were prepared for her questions about Hurricanes Katrina, Isabel (including her own experience) and Sandy (the impact for her area).  We had an extended discussion about our work on storm surge and fielded questions she asked about the effect of sequestration and how the Sandy Supplemental has benefited us.

Photo Caption:
U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski discusses a dropwindsonde instrument with CARCAH chief John Pavone.
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