National Hurricane Conference takes place in Austin

The 37th annual National Hurricane Conference took place in Austin, Texas, from March 30 to April 2, 2015.  Throughout the four-day program, NHC hurricane specialists joined with experts from other federal agencies, academia, and emergency management, to conduct and participate in workshops and panel discussions regarding tropical cyclones.  The primary goal of the conference was to improve hurricane preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation, in order to save lives and property in the United States and the tropical islands of the Caribbean and Pacific.  In addition, the conference served as a national forum for federal, state, and local officials, to exchange ideas and recommend new policies to improve Emergency Management.  There were nearly 100 panel discussions that dealt with the above goals.  

There were more than three dozen media interviews conducted over the span of the conference, arranged and facilitated by NOAA/NHC Communications PAO Dennis Feltgen.  In addition, a press conference was conducted with NHC Director Rick Knabb and FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate, also facilitated by Feltgen. 

The principle themes were: 
1) Focus on the hazards of the tropical cyclone, not just the category of intensity. 
2) The prototype storm surge watch/warning graphic will debut this season. 
3) The potential storm surge flooding map will continue experimentally this season. 
4) The seasonal outlook should never be used as a guide to preparation. 

The main interviewees were NHC Director Rick Knabb, Hurricane Specialist Unit Branch Chief James Franklin, NHC Storm Surge team leader Jamie Rhome, Science and Operations Officer Chris Landsea, and the Hurricane Specialists.  They were interviewed primarily by the print and television media with stations along the gulf and southeast coasts.

Photo Caption: Former NHC Director Bill Read, now a consultant to a Houston TV station, interviews current NHC Director Dr. Rick Knabb at the National Hurricane Conference.
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