OPC Staff Attend Safety at Sea Seminar

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Ocean Prediction Center's (OPC’s) Acting Director, Joseph Sienkiewicz, and Lead Marine Forecaster, Paul Vukits, took part in the 36th annual Safety At Sea Seminar hosted by the U.S. Naval Academy Sailing Squadron and the Marine Trades Association of Maryland. The two day event was held March 28-29, 2015, at Alumni Hall on the United States Naval Academy campus in Annapolis, Maryland.   

This two-day seminar is required for sailors who plan on participating in the Annapolis-Newport race later this season, or in any other offshore race.  The first day of the seminar is geared toward offshore racers and covers topics such as safety equipment, search and rescue communications, marine weather, sailing in heavy weather, and reacting to emergencies, such as man overboard situations.  The second day is a seminar geared towards cruising instead of racing, but covers the same types of safety material discussed in the racing seminar.

The Safety At Sea Seminar has been held annually for the past 35 years, working to keep ocean racers and recreational sailors trained for preventing and handling emergencies at sea.  The seminar’s roots lie in the 1979 Fastnet Race disaster where a storm exceeded the severity of its forecast and wreaked havoc on the sailors and their vessels.   Five boats sank, nearly 100 boats were knocked down, and 18 people died, including several rescuers.   

Approximately 400 cruising sailors, racing sailors, and United States Naval Academy midshipmen took part in the seminar.  Mr. Sienkiewicz and Mr. Vukits staffed a booth, distributed informational flyers, and answered many questions. They gave a formal weather safety seminar and co-hosted 3 one-hour panel discussions. Many sailors expressed their thanks for the marine services provided by National Weather Service (NWS) and for their participation in this important event.
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Sailors participating in the Safety At Sea Seminar in the US Naval Academy’s Alumni Hall
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