Tall Ships America Conference

Acting Ocean Prediction Center (OPC) Director Joseph Sienkiewicz participated in the annual Tall Ships America Conference in Philadelphia.  The main conference was held February 4-6, and the Practical Weather Workshop was held February 7-8.  Tall ships events are excellent outreach opportunities for OPC because the attendees appreciate the work done by OPC and the National Weather Service (NWS) for the maritime community.  They understand the challenges of the industry and are an important part of the international weather services network.  The vessels in the tall ship community are slow moving, extremely weather sensitive, and, most importantly, carry students as cargo.  The loss S/V Concordia in 2012 and Bounty in Hurricane Sandy (2012) still ring clear in this community; tall ships sailors continue to make marine weather information a key topic during their national and international conferences.

For Mr. Sienkiewicz’s session talk, he described the evolution of a North Pacific extratropical cyclone and highlighted the predictive capabilities that OPC routinely sees in forecast operations. The instructive session was attended by approximately half of the conference attendees.

In preparation for hosting the Practical Weather Workshop, Mr. Sienkiewicz worked with Captain Rick Miller of the Maine Maritime and Sea Education Association and Captain Jonathan Kabak of the United States Merchant Marine Academy, to assemble an agenda appropriate for a wide spectrum of traditional vessel sailors.  There were approximately 30 students for the two workshops.  Participants ranged from trainees to some of the most seasoned captains from United States vessels.  Mr. Sienkiewicz led exercises designed to help solidify the instructional goals and to clarify a variety of text and graphical products the OPC and National Hurricane Center (NHC) produce. The workshop was held in the Independence Maritime Museum at Penns Landing on the Delaware River in Philadelphia.  
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Acting OPC Director Joseph Sienkiewicz leading marine weather tutorials during the Tall Ships America Conference
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Penns Landing with Dewey’s Flagship Olympia, Philadelphia
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